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The practical report of a debate program for enhancing lifelong
learning attitudes for prospective teachers’ in an education university:

Focusing on the motivation for development of critical thinking disposition

MURAKAMI Yusuke, SHIBA Takafumi, IIDA Masato, YAMAGUCHI Masayo, DECKER Warren, YASUI Shigeki,
TAKAKI Yuya, YAGI Ritsuko, OHATA Masaki, IMAMIYA Shingo, YAMAMOTO Yaeko, MADOKORO Kokichi, KAKOI Daisuke,

KAMADA Shujirou, and KAJITA Eiichi

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of a debate program to enhance attitudes
related to lifelong learning for first-year university students who are planning to become
teachers. For about two months 16 participants attended the program which implemented
measures of implicit theories of intelligence, motivation for development of critical thinking
disposition, and significance of the program after the intervention. Quantitative data analysis
for 14 students revealed that participants increased motivation for development of critical
thinking disposition through the program. A hierarchical regression analysis also showed that
awareness for logical thinking, inquiry-mind, and evidence-based judgment, subscales of
motivation for development of critical thinking disposition, predicted the significance of
program. This research also addressed the limitations and implications of this study in the

context of first-year university education.
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